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Qualitative methodology in
Criminology and practical exercises

5.00 credits 30.0 h + 15.0 h Q2

Teacher(s) Scheer David ;

Language : French

Place of the course Louvain-la-Neuve

Main themes The methodology is a critical study of the research techniques employed in the human sciences. The course
includes three parts. An epistemological part covers the evolution of knowledge on the scientific approach. This
part of the course focuses on the typology of scientific approaches:

• positivism versus constructivism;
• issues for research in human sciences and in criminology;
• policy distinctions in criminology research;
• compilation methods involving privileged data in criminology.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

1

Thanks to the elements provided in the course, the student must be capable of posing the necessary
questions preliminary to the formulation and the execution of a research project (such as a dissertation,
for example). These elements must also enable the student to adopt a critical attitude to research, attitude
which he is called upon to develop and exercise in his reading and research.

Evaluation methods oral exam

Attendance at practical sessions is required. In accordance with article 72 of the General Regulations for Studies
and Examinations, the Professors may propose to the jury that a student who has at least two unjustified absences
for the practical sessions, be refused registration for the January, June or September session.

Teaching methods Practical exercises are conducted by series to supplement the lectures. The exercises cover the stages of a
research project.

Content A general methodology part covers cross-disciplinary issues prerequisite to any data compilation and analysis.
The inductive and deductive approaches to research are discussed, as are the selection of units for observation
(definition of the field of analysis and sampling) and validity (external and internal validity and triangulation).

A special methdology part covers techniques of data compilation and analysis widely used in criminology; initiation
involves illustration of criminology research.

The pratical exercises lead the student to select a personal research project and thus to experiment with ways of
resolving epistemological, logical and ethical problems posed by every research project.
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in History HIST2M 5

Master [120] in Criminology CRIM2M 5
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