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HIST2M -  Introduction

Introduction

Introduction

This Master’s degree enables you to

• learn advanced methodological and critical techniques for finding and using information;
• to apply them to a specific period (Antiquity, Middle Ages, Modern Era, Contemporary Period) or to a field in history, with the aim of
producing a personal review of a particular topic (Master’s dissertation);

• to develop skills in gathering information, critical analysis and application.

Your profile

You

• have a Bachelor’s degree in History and you have demonstrated your liking for the rigorous and critical work of a historian ;
• wish to develop your ability to undertake a piece of original research and defend the results ;
• are looking for a training course that will give you the opportunity to specialise in your chosen areas ;
• seek to enhance your profile with professional skills and to benefit from the opportunity to put them to the test in the field.

Your future job

A historian develops reasoning, analysis, critical skills, a sense of proportion and the ability to assemble documentary information: these
are all qualities which are valued in various different fields of employment. Teaching, esearch, communication and areas related to the
world of books, heritage promotion, management and document conservation are obvious openings.

Other sectors may also be accessible : the private sector (business, banks or insurance companies for example), tourism, government
service and the sociocultural and voluntary worlds.

 

Your programme

The Master’s degree offers you

• demanding methodological training applied to your research topic;
• introduction to an interdisciplinary approach;
• a varied programme, in which you can combine option courses and focuses according to your areas of interest and the professional
profile you wish to cultivate;

• the possibility of a study visit abroad and/or a work placement in a professional environment.
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HIST2M -  Teaching profile

Learning outcomes

Students on the Master [120] in History prepare themselves to, in the course of their socio-professional life, demonstrate the ability to
shed light upon the complexities of the history of people and societies which have preceded us and the connections linking them to our
present.

At the end of the course, the future historians will have deepened their knowledge and awareness of the themes relating to different
historical fields and periods, by situating them within the principal trends in current research. Students will have acquired expert
knowledge of research methods in historical studies: able to construct a relevant research problem, gather documentation, analyse and
criticise the data collected, reach their own conclusions and communicate the results obtained to different audiences and in different
ways.

Open to interdisciplinary studies, students will also be capable of employing concepts and methods from social studies in particular in
the course of their research. The future historians are aware of the issues, debates and even exploitation to which the past is subject,
and can contribute, using a scientific approach, to a better understanding of the present.

Using their ability to communicate their knowledge and critical investigation methods, the future historians can enrich societal debates.

On successful completion of this programme, each student is able to :

1. Achieve expert and specialised knowledge and awareness of the themes relating to different historical fields and periods, by situating
them within the principal trends in current research.

2. Attain expert knowledge of and employ research methods in historical studies: develop and carry out research work, implement a
methodological and critical approach in the finding and implementation of data, in order to look deeper into a specific historical issue,
reaching their own balanced and reasoned conclusions.
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8.1. Look deeper into certain aspects of the case studies presented, by means of reading materials which will encourage reflection and
discussion during sessions;
8.2. Identify and analyse the principles, methods and challenges which underlie the main research trends in the past and now;
8.3. Assess the relevance of the material employed by the author of a scientific work, the approach adopted and the conclusions
presented;
8.4. Compare various scientific output dealing with the same theme, demonstrating and creating a dialogue between the different
questions, sources, methods and conclusions.

9. If the Teaching Focus is chosen: call upon the competencies necessary to begin teaching effectively in upper secondary education,
in history, and be able to progress there.

9.1. To take part in education, in partnership with different parties;
9.2. Teach in authentic and varied situations;
9.3. Reflect upon and progress through the usual stages of continuing development.
For further information, please go to Teacher Training Certificate (upper secondary education) - History.

10. If the Professional Focus: History and Archives is chosen: independently manage an archive, collect, classify, inventory the
stock and implement a conservation and evaluation policy for the same.

10.1. Progress to finding, assessing, collecting, classifying and conducting an inventory of the stock in the archive coming from public or
private bodies, both from the Ancien Régime and the contemporary era;
10.2. Attain expert theoretical knowledge in methods of conservation which relate to traditional methods or those offered by new
information and communication technologies and apply them to real cases;
10.3. Become expert in different methods for assessing archive heritage;
10.4. Acquire knowledge and experience of the professional arena and recent developments in the field, in particular through completing
internships and taking part in study days.

11. If the Professional Focus: Communication of Historical Knowledge is chosen: communicate historical knowledge to a wide
audience, on the basis of expert theoretical and methodological knowledge of communication challenges in history and the methods and
tools for communication, with a view to responding to the social demand for history.

11.1. Attain expert theoretical and methodological knowledge relating to the analysis and resolution of problems in communicating
historical knowledge; students will be able to:

• define and organise the elements of a communication project,
• gather documentation,
• identify the connections between theories and audiences,
• argue on the basis of those connections,
• make decisions with a view to defining and fixing the aim to be attained and the cultural output to be made;

11.2. Produce an historical knowledge communication linked to the challenges and realities of public history, that is to say history for a
wider audience;
11.3. Become expert in the methods and tools for communicating historical knowledge with a view to attaining a result;
11.4. Carry out an historical knowledge communication using communication methods such as communicative writing, oral and audio-
visual communication or gestures, information and communication technologies, etc.;
11.5. Converse in a respectful and constructive manner with different parties (both from a socio-cultural point of view, as well as
from the starting point of their role, the fields in which they practice and the domains where they possess disciplinary expertise) by
demonstrating an ability to listen, an open-mindedness, empathy, distance and assertiveness.

Programme structure

The programme is made up of :

• core courses (75 credits), made up of :

- one dissertation (30 credits);

- a seminar (10 credits)

- courses on research techniques (10 credits);

- courses on methodological approaches in research and communication (10 credits);

- case studies in the field "gouvernance et sociétés" (15 credits);
• one focus (30 credits);
• and one option or optional course (15 credits).

HIST2M Programme

Detailed programme by subject
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CORE COURSES [75.0]

 Mandatory
 Optional
 Not offered in 2024-2025
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LIST OF FOCUSES

Students should choose one of the following focuses:

> Research Focus   [ en-prog-2024-hist2m-lhist201a ]
> Teaching Focus   [ en-prog-2024-hist2m-lhist200d ]
> Professional Focus : History and Archives   [ en-prog-2024-hist2m-lhist202s ]
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 C) Cross-disciplinary courses and seminars (13 credits)

 To understand the adolescent in school situation, to manage the interpersonal relationship and to animate the class group
L'étudiant choisit une des deux activités suivantes. Le cours et le séminaire doivent être suivis durant le même quadrimestre.

 LAGRE2020P Comprendre l'adolescent en situation scolaire, Gérer la
relation interpersonnelle et animer le groupe classe.

FR [q2] [22.5h+22.5h] [4 Credits] x x

LAGRE2020Q
Comprendre l'adolescent en situation scolaire, Gérer la
relation interpersonnelle et animer le groupe classe.

FR [q2] [22.5h+22.5h] [4 Credits] x x

 The school institution and its context
L'étudiant choisit une des deux activités suivantes. Le cours et le séminaire doivent être suivis durant le même quadrimestre.

 LAGRE2120P Observation et analyse de l'institution scolaire et de son
contexte (en ce compris le stage d'observation)
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 LCOMU2200 Genres, cultures and representations
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OPTION IN SUBALTERNITIES AND POSTCOLONIAL CRITIQUES:
HISTORY, WORLD AND SOCIETIES [15.0]

This option aims to deepen the study and practice of critical decentring in history. The aim is not only to mobilise epistemological
frameworks from other social science disciplines, but also to train in the work of historians who question the past in an inclusive and
decentred manner, and who interrogate systems of power and relations of domination and dependence (ethnic, economic, political,
cultural, gender, religious, etc.).

 Mandatory
 Optional
 Not offered in 2024-2025
 Not offered in 2024-2025 but offered the following year
 Offered in 2024-2025 but not the following year
  Not offered in 2024-2025 or the following year
 Activity with requisites
 Open to incoming exchange students
 Not open to incoming exchange students

[FR] Teaching language (FR, EN, ES, NL, DE, ...)

Click on the course title to see detailed informations (objectives, methods, evaluation...)

Year

1 2

 Content:
 LHIST2728 In-depth questions : Subalternities and postcolonial critiques

applied to history
Anne-Sophie Gijs

Costantino Paonessa
FR [q1] [15h] [5 Credits] x x

 Research Seminar (10 credits)
 LHIST2560 Séminaire d'histoire : Europe et mondes extra-européens

Students who have taken this teaching unit in the core
courses must take 10 credits of optional courses.

Anne-Sophie Gijs FR [q1] [22.5h] [10 Credits] x x

 Optional Courses (10 credits)
Two courses to be chosen from one of the following modules

 Module 1: Global issues and decentralised approach

 LANTR2045 Political anthropology : Power relations and Resistances Bénédicte Fontaine
(compensates

Jacinthe Mazzocchetti)
Jacinthe Mazzocchetti

FR [q2] [20h] [5 Credits] x x

 LHIST2712 In-depth questions on economic history (Middle Ages) Gilles Lecuppre FR [q2] [22.5h] [5 Credits]  x x

 LHIST2721 Contacts and exchanges : Seminar I (Antiquity) Françoise Van Haeperen FR [q2] [22.5h] [5 Credits]  x x

 LHIST2722 Contacts and exchanges : Seminar I (The Middle Ages)
Knowledge of Latin is essential for this course

Baudouin Van
den Abeele

FR [q2] [22.5h] [5 Credits]  x x

 LFILO2142 Ancient Philosophy (Advanced Studies) David Machek
(compensates
Pierre Destrée)

EN [q1] [30h] [5 Credits] x x

 LSPRI2009 Claude Roosens Chair on diplomatic history Vincent Delcorps FR [q2] [30h] [5 Credits] x x

 LDVLP2170
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OPTIONAL COURSES [15.0]

 Mandatory
 Optional
 Not offered in 2024-2025
 Not offered in 2024-2025 but offered the following year
 Offered in 2024-2025 but not the following year
  Not offered in 2024-2025 or the following year
 Activity with requisites
 Open to incoming exchange students
 Not open to incoming exchange students

[FR] Teaching language (FR, EN, ES, NL, DE, ...)

Click on the course title to see detailed informations (objectives, methods, evaluation...)

Year

1 2

 Content:

 Teaching focus
 LAGRE2310 Micro-teaching exercises Marc Blondeau

Pascalia Papadimitriou
FR [q1 or q2] [15h] [2 Credits] x x

 LAGRE2221 Learning and teaching with new technologies Sandrine Decamps FR [q1] [15h+15h] [3 Credits] x x

 Only for students from the Teaching Focus

 LHIST9002 Teaching history : preparing and analysing activities Mathieu Bouhon (coord.) FR [] [] [5 Credits]  x

 Archives and Records, Communication and Teaching
 LHIST2600 Digital Practices in History Professions Aurore François FR [q2] [15h] [5 Credits]  x x

 International, intercultural and intereginal relations
 LHIST2610 History of sub-Saharan Africa Anne-Sophcm 16 0 l 15 i5216 rg
270.2909858A
1 0 0 1 -1 17 cm 0 -1 1 0 0 0 cm 0 0 m 16 0 l 15 1 l 1 1 l h W
n
1 G
[] 0 d 2 w
0 0 m 16 0 l S
Q
B
[] 0 d 2 w
0 0 m 126 0n Africa

FR

 [] [] [5h] [501 Credits] 

x x

 LHIST2610History of sub-SahLatin AmeTJ
ET
Q
q
270.290985 360.635986 m 69.8659987 374.635986 m 69.8659987 374.63599 0 d 2 w
0 985 360.63599 0 d 2 w
0 985 360.635986 m 69.8659333 0.902 0.5216 rg
11.338 985 360.635986 m 69.8601 14 re f
Q
q
1 0 0 1 273.125 358.636 2 w
01 0 0 1 -11.838  cm 0 0 m 85.039001 0 l 84.039001 1 l 1 1 l h W
n
1 G
[] 0 d 2 w
0 0 m 85.039001 0 l S
Q
q
1 0 0 1 81.205002 1 cm 0 1 -1 0 0 0 cm 0 0 m 16 0 l 15 1 l 1 1 l h W
n
1 G
[] 0 d 2 w
0 0 m 16 0 l S
Q
q
1 0 0 1 81.205002 17 cm -1 0 0 -1 0 0 cm 0 0 m 85.039001 0 l 84.039001 1 l 1 1 l h W
n
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[] 0 d 2 w
0 0 m 85.039001 0 l S
Q
q
1 0 0 1 -3.834 17 cm 0 -1 1 0 0 0 cm 0 0 m 16 0 l 15 1 l 1 1 l h W
n
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[] 0 d 2 w
0 0 m 16 0 l S
Q
0 0 1 rg
BT
/F1 6.944 Tf
1 0 0 -1 11.67500003 8 Tm1800017 Tm [(Anne-SoCarolampsSappia5216 rg
270.2909858A
1 0 86 m 69.86596 0 l 15 1 l 6 m 69.86596 0 l 15 1 l96 l 353.329985 374.63599 0 d 2 w
0 909858A
1 0 86 m 69.860 0 m 126 0n Africa)] TJ
ET
Q
q
270.2909886 m 69.8606 m 353.329987 360.635986 55249.434 cm82 w
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n
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Q
q
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Q
q
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n
1 G
[] 0 d 2 w
0 0 m 16 0 l S
Q
1 0.7529 0.7961 rg
BT
/F7 6.944 Tf
1 0 0 -1 18.14500 m 48 Tm32 cm 4 l S963R
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Year
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 LARKO2372 Archaeology and Art History of Rome and the Roman
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 LHIST1393A
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Course prerequisites

The table below lists the activities (course units, or CUs) for which there are one or more prerequisites within the programme, i.e. the
programme CU for which the learning outcomes must be certified and the corresponding credits awarded by the jury before registering
for that CU.

These activities are also identified in the detailed programme
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HIST2M -  Information

Access Requirements

Master course admission requirements are defined by the French Community of Belgium Decree of 7 November 2013 defining the
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Other Bachelor of the Faculty of
Philosophy, Arts and Letters

If students have chosen the
Minor in History (Version B)

Access with additional training Maximum 15 credits of
supplementary classes
integrated into the master's
programme

If the UCLouvain Admissions
Office considers the enrolment
application sufficiently
complete, it will submit the
application to the faculty for a
decision.

Other Bachelor of the Faculty of
Philosophy, Arts and Letters

If students have chosen the
Minor in History (Version A)

Access with additional training Maximum 60 credits of
supplementary classes
integrated into the master's
programme

If the UCLouvain Admissions
Office considers the enrolment
application sufficiently
complete, it will submit the
application to the faculty for a
decision.

Bachelor in Law

Bachelor in Sociology and
Anthropology

Bachelor in Political Sciences:
General

Bachelor in Human and Social
Sciences

Bachelor in Information and
Communication

If students have chosen the
Minor in History (Version B)

Access with additional training Maximum 15 credits of
supplementary classes
integrated into the master's
programme

If the UCLouvain Admissions
Office considers the enrolment
application sufficiently
complete, it will submit the
application to the faculty for a
decision.

Bachelor in Philosophy, Politics and Economics Access with additional training Maximum 15 credits of
supplementary classes
integrated into the master's
programme

Other Bachelor Access based on application In case of admission, additional
training to be determined
depending on the student's
educational background
(consult Admission and
Enrolment Procedures for
general registration)

Others Bachelors of the French speaking Community of Belgium

Bachelor in History Direct access

Other Bachelor Access based on application In case of admission, additional
training to be determined
depending on the student's
educational background
(consult Admission and
Enrolment Procedures for
general registration)

Bachelors of the Dutch speaking Community of Belgium

Bachelor in History Proficiency in French at level
B1 (CEFR)

Direct access

Other Bachelor Access based on application In case of admission, additional
training to be determined
depending on the student's
educational background
(consult Admission and
Enrolment Procedures for
general registration)

Foreign Bachelors

Other Bachelor Access based on application In case of admission, additional
training to be determined
depending on the student's
educational background
(consult Acces on the file). All
applicants must check that
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integrated into the Master's
programme (consult Acces on
the file).

Holders of a non-University 2nd cycle degree

Only applicable to graduates of higher education institutions of the French Community of Belgium

Access based on validation of professional experience

> It is possible, under certain conditions, to use one's personal and professional experience to enter a university course without having
the required qualifications. However, validation of prior experience does not automatically apply to all courses. Find out more about
Validation of priori experience.

Candidates who do not fulfil the abovementioned admission requirements, but who have duly attested significant experience relevant to
the field of study in question, may apply for admission to the programme on the basis of an individualised admission procedure.

For more information on the procedure for admission by validation of learning from experience (VAE) in the Faculty of Philosophy, Arts
and Letters: https://uclouvain.be/fr/facultes/fial/valorisation-des-acquis-de-l-experience-vae.html.

Access based on application

Access based on application : access may be granted either directly or on the condition of completing additional courses of a maximum
of 60 ECTS credits, or refused.

Admissibility criteria 
A candidate's application will be deemed admissible if it meets all of the following criteria:

• Candidate's diploma issued by an institution recognized by WHED (see https://www.whed.net/home.php)
• Previous course of study including at least 3 years of higher education (equivalent to 180 European credits), leading to an
undergraduate degree;

• For holders of a degree from outside Belgium:

1. an overall average of at least 60% (12/20) for the entire course of study completed at the home institution and giving access to this
program;

2. official attestation of proficiency in language(s) at the required level (see specific entry requirements), to be attached to the
application file. The official attestation must be issued by an organization recognized as a full member by ALTE (see https://alte.org/
Our-Full-Members).

If a document is missing from the online application, it must be justified (see UCLouvain Enrolment Department's frequently asked
questions, in particular "What do I do if my online application asks for a document I don't yet have?")Admissibility criteria 
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Specific professional rules

Successful completion of the master's course with teaching focus leads to the award of the master's degree with teaching focus and
the title of secondary school education specialist.

The Réforme des Titres et Fonctions ("Titles and Functions Reform"), in force since 1 September 2016, is intended to harmonise the
titles, functions and pay scales of basic and secondary education professionals in French Community of Belgium networks.

It also aims to guarantee the priority of preferred titles over minimum titles and to establish a regime for titles in short supply.
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• Contacts
• Practical information (in French)
•
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